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“We (the Apostles) are of God: he who knows God, hearkens to 
us, he who is not uf God, hearkens not to us. By this we Know the 
Spt of Truth, and the Spirit of Error.”—t John iv. 16 —Mac- 
knight's Translation. 

“Be mindful of the words before spoken by the Holy Prophets, and 
of the Commandments of us, the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour.” 
9 Pet. iii. 2 —Macknight. 








THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS. 


“In one dry shall her plagues come—death, and mourning, and fam~ 
ine; and she shall be burnt wuh five; for strong is the Luorp Won who 
judges her.” Kev. xviii. 8. 

The near approach of this awful denunciation seems indi- 
cated by the remarkable events, transpiring at the present 
time, in the Kinepoms of Evrore. This old Prostitute- 
“Morser oF Cuurcues,” as she is styled in the Romanist 
confession of Faith—is clothing herself in mourning and 
woe, Wasting away by political famine, and fast approaching 
a fearful and sudden death. Let our readers peruse atten- 
tively the 18 Rev. and compare it with the approaching 
crisis of ecclesiastical affairs as foreshown in the every day 
occurrences of the old world. Let the doubters philoso- 
phize on the politics of Europe and Asia, independent of 
Revelation, and tell us, ifthey can, to what crisis hasten the 
affairs of men? We are all at a loss—without the light of 
prophecy, the future is involved in total darkness. The 
world is a dark place, and its inhabitants blind as bats. But 
the light of prophecy shines in this dark place, and will 
shine until the day dawns and the glorious “Day Star” arises 
with healing in his beams. The student of prophecy, unlike 
the floundering politicians and statesmen of the age, can pene- 
irate futurity, and. by the indications already abroad, can 
discern the coming storm. The warning voice has been lift- 
ed up, but men, intoxicated with antediluvian stupidity, give 
no heed to it. They dream of peace and prosperity, and of 
along perpetuity to their institutions, when there is no peace, 
|hO prosperity, but sudden destruction at the door. A pesti- 
lence is among us that has slain 60,000,000 of our race, civil 
discord fills the nations of the earth; Governments are revolu- 
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tionizing, knowledge is increasing, before whose march civ) 
and religious despots tremble; there is distress of nations and 
perplexity; Kingdoms have been blotted out, and new 
founded; the Empire of ‘Turkey is on the verge of dissolur; 
ee and then whose shall the Sultan’s dominions be? —In reput 
if lies, experience declares there is no stability; and the ()); 
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a World groans under pecuniary embarrassments, Old insti: 
et, tions, numerous and immense standing armies and aionl 
ei, And yet such is the fatuity of men, they will not repent 
ty their deeds, and give glory to God by submitting to the Sop 
























whom he has appointed heir and governor of all things. T\,, 
will not recognize his power, who is ruling the nations w 
a rod of iron, breaking up their establishments and subdy); 
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me all things to himself. Alas! Woe to the world becays a 
es offences, for the day of vengence is at hand! 
sh The foregoing reflections are suggested by reading the 


contents of some English Journals, with which we har 
been furnished by a friend in England. Great efforts are mak 
ing in that country to separate the daughter of the Mo 


of Harlots from her adulterous union with the state. Th: 
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House of Commons has passed the Bill against Tithes, hy 
3 their demented Lordships have thrown it out. The o! 
A of the Bill was to transfer the payment of the tenths ie m the 
Me tenant to the landlord; and instead of giving the pam 
it servants of Antichrist one hundred pounds eash for prop per 
ii of that nominal amount, to make them rest content with 7 
Hak pi The Government acknowledges the utter impossibility 
ue collecting the tithes, even when aided by soldiers and ap. 
hh lice force. Lord Duncannon said it was “idle for their Lor 
uk ships to think of collecting tithes under the present law, wi'! 
1g out bloodshed and confusion. Within a few days, official 


reports had been received, one of which stated that two ¢lrzy 


KR 
Hf men (God’s peculiar lot!!) who had alk the power of the militan 
4 and police stationed in the neighbourhood, could not recor 
FS: a single shilling. (Cheers )—One remarkable instance o/ 1 
Hoh fusal had occurred in Cork. In April last a clergyman calle 
ae in the aid of the military and police to enable him to colle 
ig,” his tithes, and though he had them at his command for 
iy eral days, he could not accomplish his object. In this ca 
se the peasantry drove their cattle into their houses. Them 
oF tary were out night and day, but of no avail. When tie 
| heard the approach of the military they gave the signa!’ 
j the farmers, who took their cattle in doors and thus defea! 


the efforts of the clergy, the military and police.” Thes 

Clergymen pretend to be the successors of the Apostles, am 
wh the recipients of the “Holy Ghost” at their ordination. WV! 
"i that knows any thing of the Religion of Jesus will pret™ 
| to say that the church to which they belong is the churc)' 
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Christ? What a contemptible opinion should we form of 
the Apostles were it testified of them that they went at the 
headof the military and police to collect tithes from the 
churches of the Lord! But we must remember that the Church 
of Christ is a suffering and peaceable community, while the 
Church of Antichrist is a militant or fighting Church, that 
has made War on the saints of God and the liberties of man- 
kind for many ages. 

in PorruGaL, the destruction of Antichrist is going on as 
effectually as may be. The Clergy and Monks are being 
chastised, according to their deserts with a rod of iron. They 
are to be provided for by the government until otherwise dis- 
osed of—the former in compensation for their tithes, the 
latter for their properties. ‘This, however will not require a 
very large sum, because the bishops and higher clergy have 
still a great deal of property left, so that only the parish 
priests (there are 4,000 parishes) are to be attended to; and 
as to the monks and friars, many of them have left the coun- 
try for ever and generally their number is considerably di- 
minished; independent of all which, upon a reasonable calcu- 
lation, in ten years they will be reduced to a very small 
number indeed by natural deaths. The Capellanias, Church, 
and Eneomienda property have lately been annexed to the 
State. The Convent property, independent of the superabun- 
dance of plate, gold, and brilliant ornaments, which yielded 
the monks* and friars in money, as well as in grain, wine, 
and oil, not tithes but rent of some of their properties paid in 
kind, according to the practice in this and the neighboring 
country, upwards of 245,000/. per annum, valued at 4,600, 
000/. Seven years ago, the number of monks and friars was 
about 6,320, now it does not exceed 4,850, a few more or less. 





*Monk, anciently denoted a‘ person who retiicd from the wor'd en 


fe himself wholly to God and to live in so'itude cnd abstinence. 

he Morks formerly were distirguished into solitaires, cenobites, av 

tarabiles Medern Monks are Cenobit's .v ho live together in e con 
ventormona te-y ‘Thev are known by diff rext rames, as the Char- 
treux, Benedc ines. Bernardines, &e The Vendicants, or those that 
beg. as the Capuchins. and Franciscans, are more prc pe ly called reir- 
gious and friars though the names are frequently confounded. An 
arch hypocrite named Anthony, a nativeof Egypt, was the founder 
of Vonkery. His fo'l »wers were at first under the jurisdicticn of the 
Rishons, from which the Pope exempted them, and they in return 
devoted themselves wholly to advance the interest. and to maintain 
the dignity of the Bishop of Rome. They are the Pope’s rapscallions 
and ready for anv abomination. If] wanted to characterize a delin- 
quent as a cunning, dirty, lazy, cruel, stupid. licin ious, rascally, pes- 
tilent scoundrel, | would call him a monk. And such are the vaga- 
bonds now obnoxiovs tv the people of Spain and Portugal. Ep. 
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There are 105 convents of nuns, containing eight years sine 
3,800, besides lay servants, but now not more than abo, 
2,700, with an income of about 110,000/. sterling per annuy, 
They are not interfered with by the Government up to th; 
ee present moment. The revenues of the higher Clergy are st) 


une very considerable, but in no instance do they come up, 
Tea those of therich dignitaries of Toledo, Seville, Santiago, && 
ff in Spain, although the Bishops of Braganza, Vizeu, and other 
erg have very large incomes. In the estimate which is mad 
a, of the incomes of the monks, no account is taken of the pr 
i ceeds of the prayers which they offer up daily for the faith 
KG ful, by the performance of the ceremony of the mass and oth: 
me private sources. ‘Their properties are the only things take 
tae if into account. 
ee In priest-ridden-Spain the people and their lay rulers “hate 
it” the Harlot” with the greatest cordiality, and are “burning her 
er oe . . . : 
or flesh with fire” as extensively as could be expected, under 
i all considerations. O. P. Q., a correspondent of the London 
ed Journals, observes in a letter from Paris, dated Aug. 6. 1834, 
eh that “the very Queen, who was taken by Ferdinand as the 
ih means of raising up a male heir to succeed him, and to fol- 
Hh Ek low in his steps of piety to the Virgin and impiety to God, of 
j ih devotion to rHe Cuurcn and blasphemy against his creator, 
fig of deference to the priests and bigotry against all other reli- 
Myf gionists—of subserviency to the Jesuits and of absolute and 
Me Me iron tyranny against his subjects,—this very same Queen lias 
Mak no son at teen abolished by her intrigues and influence 
trea. Jie the Salique Law, in order to secure the Crown to her daugh- 
Me ter—has chased the monks from the monasteries, the cler- 
ate gy from their Cathedrals—tTHE ENEMIES BOTH OF Gop AND 
Had | MAN—from the palace, and has effected vast good, though 


eae - not for the sake of doing good, and served essentially the 
; cause of liberty, though not at all loving freedom”—+so re- 


iy markably does the Messiah, to whom all power both in hea- 
Lat ven and earth is confided, educe good out of the direst 
hae t conspiracies against the rights and liberty of man. 

With A correspondent of the London Times asks this question 
ae concerning the financial embarrassments of the Spanish gov. 
eet ernment.—Has it resources which will enable it to fulfil 
wun ultimately all its pecuniary obligations?—‘-Of this” he replies 
ie “we have no doubt.” He then points out the various resour- 
i: Sh ces of Spain, and among the rest enumerates the wnmense 
ipod wealth of the monastic orders. We shall not enter into a 
; dispute with the Conservatives, continues the writer, of thi: 
ie or any other country, about the binding duty of maintainin: 
wy about 3000 convents, and upwards of 100,000 monks, for th 


honor and advancement of religion. Neither shall we cop 
ceive it a contestible proposition that their immense territo 
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rial property, rents, tithes, and houses, may be appropriated 
for the benefit of the State, after providing for their decent 
maintenance during their natural lives. The sum which 
this property would yield, joined to the Royal domains lying 
useless to the State, was calculated by the Cortes in 1822 to 
amount to 92,000,000/. sterling. Here thenis a mine of im- 
mense wealth, into which no shaft has ever yet been driven. 
Here is a treasure accumulated by the prodigal superstition 
of ages, and hitherto guarded from popular use or politic dis- 
tribution, by the Dragon guard of the Inquisition and the flam- 
ing fires of autos da fe (acts of faith). Here are masses of 
previous ore, greater than the new world supplied to the ava- 
rice of Europe for a century after its discovery, to be dug out 
and rendered available—not by the murder of slaves, or the 
sacrifice of Indians, in subterranean recesses, but by the en- 
couragement of healthy industry, by. the spread of plenty 
among all classes of the people, and by the general increase 
of the population ina smiling and cultivated land. 

It is calculated that one fourth of the soil of Spain is still 
in the possession of the Church. According to a very mod- 
erate estimate, much probably below the mark, it is said that 
this ecclesiastical portion yields a rent, or at least would 
yield a rent, of 5,000,000/. sterling, or would bring, if sold at 
25 years purchase, 125,000,000/. This is independent of the 
value of the buildings, of the live stock, and of the rent of 
houses in cities, which belong to the beneficiaries of Cathe- 
drals, to the higher clergy or to monasteries, and which may 
probably amount to 40,000,000/. more. In this estimate we 
speak only of the real property of the monastic orders, and 
of the high secular Clergy, with its appurtenances, and make 
no reference to the tithes of the secular Clergy, to the in- 
comes arising from masses and offerings, or to the other 
more spiritual sources of their incomes. These would be 
more than necessary to support in affluence the clergy of the 
most extensive and wealthy countries of Europe, exceeding, 
py four or five times, the sum allotted to the French Church, 
which extends its spiritual sceptre over more than double the 
population of Spain. Though, by the very oppression of the 
Church itself—though by the enormous sweep of the do- 
mainial,and ecclesiastical property, which according to M. 
Cauga Arguelles, has grasped one third of the lands of the 
Kingdom, the tithes from the remainder have been calculated 
at the gross amount of 7,500,000/. producing a nett revenue 
of about 4,500,000/. Of this somewhat less than a third goes 
to the Crown, leaving to the secular Clergy about 3,250,000. 
In commuting this impolitic, this most injurious impost, into 
arent charge, or in abolishing a tax which prevents all agri- 
cultural improvement, that portion of the tithes which was 
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unjustly devoted (as in our own country) to the support of 
7 monastic institutions, or of cathedrals, may, without impro. 
i priety, be seized upon for the general uses of the State, fo, 
| paying off its debts, or establishing a fund for popular instruc. 
tion. But between both these sources of revenue, the monas. 
tic lands and the tithes devoted to monastic and other impo. 
tic objects, we find property more than sufficient to rescue 
Spain from the danger and disgrace of a national bankruptey, 
fee Her revenue, collected from the most impolitic sources, jp- 
Oey tercepted on its way to the treasury by the most bareface 


it plunder, and issued thence without control or responsibility, 
Ng as now stated by Count de Toreno, at about 5,000,000/. with 
hs Be an annual deficit of about 3,000,000/. will, by the simple 
ry. appropriation of the lands and emoluments of the monastic 
Te Sa orders, be more than doubled. 
hie “It is a singular fatality for the Spanish Church, but ano 
ae a: less singular piece of good fortune for the young Queen's 
t . ’ Government, that this immense mass of ecclesiastical proper- 
Ny i! ty should have remained so long untouched by the counsels 
| 4 of wisdom, or the hand of spoliation; that the Clergy of Spain 
A ae should still possess a fourth part of the lands of the Kingdom; 
h Ni that one of the secondary nations of Europe should still sup- 
ins port a sacred or Levitical order of nearly 200,000 persons, 
ae by a revenue of more than 10,000,000/. (double that of the 
ih State) and that this body, instead of diminishing in numbers, 
te or being robbed of its income as in other Catholic Lands, 
lipte has hitherto grown with its growth and strengthened with 
Wh, its strength.” 
Ny mie In addition to the sword, the Messiah is scourging his 
Heute enemies with the Cholera. This direful pestilence, during 
ib a the first 14 days, swept off 5000 of the population of Madnid, 
its who:e inhabitants do not exceed 150,000. The great num- 
ie a ber of deaths daily, disquieted the people’s minds exceeding- 
iT ly. Ignorance, Superstition and credulity are a trinity of de- 
het mons that invariably go hand in hand. The citizens of Ma- 
at drid, as of all the other Catholic Capitols, are notably dis- 
EP tinguished by these characteristics. In Madrid as in Paris, 


a report was circulated that the fountains of water had been 
vp poisoned. The ignorant and credulous people believed the 
: table, and awaited only an occasion to wreak their vengeance 
+4 upon the supposed culprits. Nor were they long before their 
suspicions fell upon the heads of their priestly tyrants.— 
They attacked the College of the Jesuits, and the Convent: 
a of St. Thomas, St. Francis, and La Merced, and killed % 
priests and 12 Lay brethen. A great many fine words have 
been used, and the mouths of Christina and her Ministers 
are filled with lamentatjons on ac onut of this “untoward 
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event.” But the blood of the “holy monks” has not been 
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jvenged, and not one victim has been offered to the justice 
“ the country. From this it would seem that their sacrifice 
was not ungrateful tothe Regentand hercabinet. In the mean- 
oe the crime is to be expiated by soiemn hypocrisy—by an 
act of religious service in the C hurch of St Francisco, ac- 
cording to ‘the following Royal order:— 


“Her Majesty the Queen Regent desiring to give a new 
public testimony of the religious sentiments whic h animate 
ver, and to make a solemn offering to the national piety, out- 
aed inthe holiness of its temples, and in the persons of its 
uiisters, by the abominations committed on the evening and 
night of the 17th inst. which have excited in all Spaniards 
‘ye most profound execration; has thought proper to order 
‘hat in the Church of San Francisco el Grande, the corpo- 
ration of Madrid shall celebrate a solemn function for the 
victims so horribly sacrificed. 

July 31. { Signed) Moscoso. 





Thus is that woman Jezebel, who has ‘‘made all the nations 
drink of the wine of her raging fornication,” made herself to 
drink of the wine of the indignation of God, which is tem- 
pered, without mixture, in the cup of his w rath,” at the hands 
of those very nations she has most inebriated. What increas- 
ing incentives have we christians, to stand aloof, and jeal- 
ously to abstain from all fraternization with this "Mother of 
Churches and all her Ecclesiastical Progeny. How full of 
thanksgiving ought we to be to our Heavenly Father for that 
liberty we enjoy in the belief and practice of the truth.— 
What motives does our disenthralment from religious bond- 
age present, to urge us onward in the race for immortality 
and eternal life. ‘Those only who have lived under the hy- 
pocritical tyranny of a national religion perhaps, can fully 
appreciate the unvaluable, the inestimable privilege, of im- 
munity from the odious and galling yoke of canting, phari- 
saic, and flockfleecing priests. These United States, we be- 
lieve, have been established under the especial patronage of 
(sd’s providence in order to alford free scope for the devel- 
ovement of the True Religion, while the funeral dirge of 
Antichrist is chanting in iie countries of the ancient world. 
Though Religion is not married to the State by law on this 
side tae Atlantic, she is “incorporated” here under the hydra 
headed form of an apathous, heartless and spiritless Sectari- 
anism, which enjoys the smiles of a government, that selects 
its Holy and Reverend Chaplains from the partizans of all 
its metaphysical and contradictory creeds. To be emanci- 
pated from the strong holds of such a Babel—to have escaped 
from its confusion of ton: gues—to have declared our inde- 
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pendence its creeds and pretended apostles—to have em}... 
ed the truth in the love of it, and above all, ro po wna» (3, . 
COMMANDS Us even with the loss of reputation, property, |i} my 
ty or life—is to secure our right and title to eternal |, 
and a portion of that inheritance which is incorruptible, undo. 
filed and that fadeth not away. Then,and then only shall we 
“sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the sone 
the Lamb; saying great and wonderful are thy works O Ly; 
God Almighty; righteous and true are thy ways, O King 
of Saints. Who should not fear thee, O Lord, and elority 
thy name? For thou alone art perfect. Surely all nations 
shall come and worship before thee, because thy righteous 
Judgments are made manifest.” Rev. xv. 3. 4. 
Nov. 20th, 1834. Epiror. 





DIALOGUE ON SECTARIANISM. 
( CONCLUDED.) 

Dr. 1am convinced that in the essential points all the 
Commentators you have named were all right in the funda- 
mental doctrines, such as the doctrine of the trinity, total 
depravity, the atonement of Christ, &c. &c. As to the mi- 
nor points I do not believe it essential for all men to view 
them alike, I suppose in charity, they all gave their senti- 
ments on the scriptures and they are great helps to the man 
of God, in as much as they explain the difficult parts of the 
Old and New Testaments. 

Dis. There are no doubt, many essential, and many nones- 
sential points in their opinions, yea in all the creeds. But 
will you say there are essentials and nonessentials in the 
word of God!! Can you think that God is trifling with his 
creatures; for it would be the height of folly for any govern- 
ment in the world to issue nonessential laws. The Word 
of God, especially the New Testament, is the revelation 
which God has given of his Son. Is a thing revealed that 
wants explanation? If God took into account the weakness 
and incapacity of man to understand dark and enigmatica! 
propositions, would he not have spoken to him in plain and 
intelligible language. Yea the gospel was preached to the 
poor, to the simple, not to the wise, but to the rude and illite- 
rate. It was preached by unlearned fishermen, and is itso 
that those rude fishermen spoke so much above the capaci- 
ties of the poor that none but the learned can understand 
them!! Alas for the lore of 1834, how ignorant are the learn- 
ed of what the Apostles taught. Each Doctor of divinity 
knows the creed he has adopted, and is perhaps acquainted 
with the sentiments of an adverse party, but the word of the 
Lord is only next in importance to the concordance, and in- 
deed was it not for the concordance, we should have less 
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scripture quoted in sermons than we have. How would the 
textuaries be taken to the task, if they were asked on the spot 
for the context from which they cull their scraps; and if a 
man quotes a passage and does not know that the writer or 
speaker used it to prove the same thing he endeavors to es- 
tablish, he commits an outrage on the sacred Scriptures. 
Commentaries are the opinions of other men. And if the bi- 
bleis mtelligible, the same thoughts will be produced in my 
mind when | read for myself. “All scripture is given by inspi- 
ration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 
- Dr. You are extremely uncharitable, and I cannot believe 
any religion comes from heaven unless it teaches men to be 
charitable to others, you are not infallible, there is a possi- 
bility of your being mistaken, and therefore you ought not 
tobe so positive. It is becoming in erring mortals to be 
humble, and unassuming. Arrogance is wedded to ignorance. 
(men only knew themselves better, we should not have so 
many new and startling systems as we have. Besides, in 
reference toyour views of Commentators, how do you recon- 
eile them with making a new translation, if the old one had 
contained your sentiments you would not have sought 
another. 

Dis. As to our want of charity, Lonly have to remark that 
we endeaver to imitate Jesus our Lord, we cannot cast a re- 
leetion on him in order to be charitable to a fellow mortal. 
In fact it is any thing but charity to tell a man the laws of 
Jesus may be broken with impunity. In the scriptures men 
are addressed in character, sinners are called sinners and 
until their character is changed the character of the address 
isthe same, you say we are fallible, yes, and for this reason 
we trust not in our fallible thoughts or opinions, but in 
the infallible word. We are not advocates for unbelieving 
believers, neither do we arrogate any thing to ourselves, we 
trust in the God of Israel, and endeavor to grow daily in all 
the graces of the Holy Spirit. ‘The new translation has not 
taught us one article of faith or rule of practice. And if there 
is any material difference between it and King James’ it is 
the fault of your own sectarian Doctors. Drs. Campbell and 
Macknight, of the Presbyterian church, and Doddrige of the 
English Independents were the translators. It has only been 
emended in some instanees by the publisher, and we do not 
expect it to favor our sentiments, but we form our sentiments 
according to the revelation God has given us, all we say of 
the new translation is, that it expresses the same views a 
little clearer than the other, being put in more modern style. 
i'you ean show that the ideas of the Original are not’ put 
H 3 












Ve wy 


ee 
sage 
e ee Se 


er 


ae Pig A MER oy 


a 


* 
¥ 


eee caps at) 


cal 


Se An sem et ae 


ee Ne es ee 


we * ~*~ 
eae 
—s 


~ 
> ye 


178 


. 


into good English you will confer a favor by pointing out), 
defect, for we want the same exact idea in English that )), 
spirit indicted in the originals. Enlightened criticism 
court, 

Dr. Well Sir, the editor has translated the word bapti; 
into immerse, when he knew it was asdisputed point. [{ 
daring is it for men to take such bold steps, are there , 
thousands of good men who contend that immersion js , 
the only meaning of the word baptisin, but it suited , 
practice to make it read immersion. 

Dis. 1 shall always correct you when you mistake ej 
our faith or practice: the New Testament is our ere 


i 


had no hand in compiling it. jo hen we came to the \ 


we had nothing to prove; we came empty, we soug 
proots for prepossessions, but as ‘d to leara the will of G 
‘These Sir, are our candid professions, and unless y, 


show by our practice that we have contradicted thew 
certainly slander to say of us, that we try to make the \ 
suit our own views of things. All the sectarian world is 4 
relling with us for our want of charity, and yet they can 
raign our motives and unceremoniously condemn us ¥ 
out a hearing; when we solemnly state our conviction 
uniformly disbelieve us, and give us a caricature rather t 
what we either believe or practise. It is impossible for: 
man to overthrow us, while we are consistent, without 
throwing the scriptures. Relative to salvation we Le! 
nothing but the facts of the gospel, and for our guid 
take the commandments ef Jesus and his holy apostles. 
vord baptism is not an English word, but a foreigner 
clothes. We ought to respect every foreigner as - is | 
spected athome. This word is at home among the 
what do they say about it? They have only one oilice tort 
agent and that is to see that every person who wants to: 
that initiatory ordinance be immersed. They are a! an 
find him honored with two or three more offices wl 
goes abroad, but notwithstanding these foreign honors, whe 
he comes home, they assign him his old post, which in som 
varts of Russia is rather severe treatment after being so ¢¢ 
te ‘ately dealt with in more clement climes, but such is | 
fact. Besides, you cannot well get country horns into 
many offices, try it which way you please. The word dip.) 
cannot make to mean sprinkle, nor sprinkle dip, pouring rand 
immersion are equally unequivocal, so that the only w 
you can succeed is to get a foreigner, who you know, neve! 
can be taught to give ‘his ideas in any but his vernacu 
tongue with readiness, and while he is stammering partly wi! 
his tongue and partly by signs some of you explainers ste) 
forward, and say he just means what you please; he is ek 
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‘rremely kind, for among Episcopalians he either will im- 
qerse Or sprinkle, but then he must have sponsors. Among 
Presbyterians and Methodists he is equally obliging as to 
te mode, and still more so as to Sponsors, for he requires 
me among them. It is an awful thing to look at the see- 
tarian religion of this day, where whiin, caprie e, fashion, and 
ystom rule instead of Jesus Christ | 
Dr. Do you not suppose that they “who sprinkle in baptism 
‘as honest as you are in your immersion? If we think it 
zit to sprinkle we sh: ull] not be condemned, but you condemn 
very be dy unless they just see things as you do. 
Dis. We never make honesty a test of truth; when we 
ave allowed that sprinklers are as honest as ourselves, the 
estion still returns with all its force, which is the plan of 
Heaven? And this question can only be decide d by heaven’s 
lf every one is right who is sincere, there are very few 
rong. But has the Lord said, that sincerity is the test? 





Nay verily, but he has made faith, repentance, and obedi- 
ence the test, and unless men believe, repent, and obey, they 
have no claim upon the notice of Jehovah. You say we 
condemn those who do not thinkas we do. Tothis charge. 
as well as all the rest, we plead not guilty. The word of 
God says “the that believeth not shall be condemed,” so far 
are we from wishing to condem any we incessantly urge 
upon our contemporaries to believe and obey the Gospel, 
that they may not beeondemned. We put no closses or inter- 
pretations on the gospel, we believe the facts as they stand; 
we preach them as they stand, and we urge men to obey 
them as they stand. 

Dr. Well Sir go on and welcome, you think you are to 
turn the world up side down, and in your pride you think 
youare great reformers. I shall be very content if God saves 
my soul; [have no such vain thoughts of myself; | know my 
own soar that it is deceitful.. Who am I that I should say 
stand off l am more holy than thou? 

Dis. Every man ought to be believed when he solemnly 
avows afact regarding himself. You say you know your own 
heart, and knowing it pronounce it deceitful. I should do 
violence to your OWn consciousness were 1 to dis spute it with 
you. But John says “ifour heart condemn us God is greater 
than our hearts and knoweth all things.” If your heart is 
deceitful it SRanot hey e been ‘ ‘sprinkled from an evil con- 
science.” (Heb, x 22.) As to our pride, we pretend to be in 
possession of nothing but what every son and daughter of 
Adam may have if they will submit to Jesus, we are not our 
own, we are purchased by another. All the freedom in which 
we exult is the remission of sins through the blood of Jesus, 


he grace of God which brought salyation has taught us 10 
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deny all ungodliness, &c. for which we are hated by the y. 
ligious demagogues of this day; we condemn that canting 
wineing hypocrisy, which supposes God is honored wy, 
those terms by which we degrade ourselves. 

Dr. \ shall quit this conversation, as I perceive | cay }, 
of no service to you, I had hoped to remove some of you 
errors, but the dye is cast, you will have your own way 
One thing I ae know ledge, in candor to you, that you ha 
succeeded in remov ing many erroneous statements from 1 
mind regarding your views, and I promise you | will think 
over W hat we have talked about in calmness, and be the re. 
sult what it may | shall follow the convictions of my ow, 
mind. 

Dis. 1 am pleased with your determination, and with 
your intentions of good towards myself. You must not think 
hard of my conduct in not giving way to you, when 

called my views errors. I should sooner respect your judg 
ment than perhaps any dis man’s, were it a mere questi 
of prudence or experience, but as it is a question of fact, 
consider no man’s judgment ought to be relied upon. Thy 
word of the Lord must decide this matter, to it | have 
pealed in our conversation, I have not arranged theory ag 
theory, but the word of God against all theories of een 
speculation. 


‘*PURE FAITH, PRIMITIVE ORDER, AND SCRIPTURAL 
LITURGY.” 
Prospectus of the Southern Churchman 
(In continuation of page 8.) 


A prospectus has recently been exhibited to the public 
through the columas of the Journals of this city, for the pub- 
lication of a “ ‘Religious Paper,” to be entitled “Tue Sovru- 
ERN Cuurcuman.” The Editor informs us that “ifs peci- 
liar theology will be that of the Protestant Episcopa 
Church.’—Southern Churchman!—Peculiar Theology !— 
Protestant Episcopal Church!—Is this south man of th 
Church a high ora low Churchman? Is he “evangelical” ' 
dryly moral?) Oh, we are informed, that his “theology” | 

‘neculiar’! Peculiar to what? To the Protestant FE + te 
pal Church, which the Editor tells us is the “pure faith an 
primitive order!” 

Notwithstanding the high encomia passed upon the talents 
of the “Reverend” Editor ‘by certain “Right Reverend Bish- | 
ops’’—we, and the people, demand more testimony than they 
can adduce to prove his “ability” in demonstrating that the 
“faith and order” of the Church of England is either ‘pure 
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or primitive.” Nay, this State Religion, which languishes 
in the midst of Republics, demands all the wit and learning 
of its English and Irish Hierarchy, sustained by the Alme 
Matres ot Oxford, Cambridge, and Dublin, together with the 
cannon, sword, and bayonet of mercenary troops, to uphold 
it in the face of scripture, reason and an indignant people, 
even in its nursery; where it is mantled in certain recollec- 
tions, Which the policy of rulers has thrown around it for ef- 
fect. In proportion as the light of truth beams on the public 
mind, does its contempt for the “faith and order” of ‘“‘pure 
and primitive” Church of Englandism, increase. Already is 
it falling before the spirit of the Lord’s Mouth, and soon will 
it vanish away, with its Harlot Mother of Rome, before the 
bright shining of His coming. 

Nothing is more calculated to blind the eyes of our under- 
standings than the prejudices of education combined with 
our worldly advantage. ‘To this alone can we attribute the 
support and approval conceded to this popular faith in these 
American Republics. We are not surprised at the Rever- 
end Editor of the Southern Churchman, and his ‘Right Re- 
verend” Episcopal Patrons characterizing their “faith and or- 
der? as “pure and primitive,” and their “aturgy scriptur- 
al”—they no doubt think so honestly enough. Their Alme 
Matres have embued their minds with this fable; and like 
true sons of Mother Church, they strive to confirm others in 
the same opinions. But after all we are at a loss to recon- 
cile the honest convictions of these Reverend and Right Rev- 
erend Gentlemen with the fact that for 200 years after the 
death of Jesus there were no “Reverend, and Right Rever- 
end Fathers in God”—no Lord Archbishops, Lord Bishops, 
Archdeacons, Deans, Canons, Prebends, Curates, &c.—no 
State Alliance, no liturgy, no infant sprinkling—no annual, 
biennial, or triennial “Sacrament’’—no tithes, no compelling 
men to become Christians, by fine imprisonment or the ter- 
rors of death. Although the elements of this “mystery of 
iniquity” were at work in the Apostles’ days, until Constan- 
tine “honored the cross,” as is impiously affirined, these 
abominations had no place save in propheey. This “pure 
faith, primitive order, and scriptural liturgy” has no place in 
Holy Writ, except in so far as it is foreshown in the Apos- 
lacy from the Religion of Jesus. The “Reverend” Editor, 
therefore will have something to do in the face of history, 
and Revelation to make it appear that his faith, order, and 
liturgy are pure, primitive, and scriptural. As the Southern 
Churchman may need an article of the kind, we publish the 
Gen for its use, and for the information of our readers, 
On the 
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ORIGIN OF THE CHURCH LITURGY. 
Devicarep TO THE CuuRcHEs oF Kome AND ENGLAND IN THP 
Unirep States. 


(From the Extraordinary Black Book. 


“New religions are seldom genuine. Like new congtity. 
tions of government, they are mostly established by bein. 
incorporated with pre-existing opinions and institutions, — 
This observation will appear evident from an advertence ; 
the origin and history of the Church Liturgy, by which wy), 
be seen the successive gradations of PaGanism, Porery, ay) 
ProrestTan'rism, through which it has emerged and bev; 
transmuted. 

Dr. Middleton, an eloquent and learned divine of the Chure}, 
of England, was the first to lead the way in this inguiry. {np 
his celebrated letter from Rome, he exhibits in a very »: 
splcuous manner the great contormity between Pagani | 
Popery, and proves that the Religion of the present Roman, 
is entirely derived from that of their heathen ancestors in 
use of incense, holy water, tapers and lamps, in their w 
ship, in the practice of pomps and processions, penance, pre- 
tended miracles, and pious frauds, in making of votive g: 
and ollerings, and erecting rural shrines, im the orders o; 
their priesthood, monks, nuns and begging friars, and in th 
use of boys elothed in sacred habits, to attend the officiating 
priest; all of which he has shown to have been practiced by tx 
Pagans, and by the Papists in imitation of them. But here 
Dr. Middieton stopped in his comparison, unaware apparently 
that in his zeal to depreciate a rival Church, he had turnisi 
ed weapons, of no ordinary temper, with which that to which 
he belonged might be assailed. 

This task has been executed in the well known work of 
De Laune, in his plea for the Nonconformists, where he has 
exhibited learning and ability not inferior to Dr. Middleton. 
He shows that in the several particulars of kneeling at the 
sacrament, the use of the surplice, the sign of the cross, t 
rite of confirmation, the use of sponsors im the baptism oi 
infants, of a liturgy or form of prayer, and of altars, the o»- 
servance of fasts and festivals, the ceremony of marriac. 
bowing at the name of Jesus, and towards the east, the au- 
thority of episcopacy, and the dedication of Churches 
saints; the Church ot England symbolizes not with prin 
tive Christianity but with the idolatrous forms of Popery. 
Such resemblance ceases to be matter of surprise, when ‘t 
is known, on the authority of Calderwood, that the English 
service was put together out of three Romish Channels, 
viz; 1. The Breviary, out of which the common prayers are 
taken; 2. The Ritual,’or book of rites, out of which the ad- 
ministration of the sacraments, burial, matrimony, and th 
visitation of the sick, are taken, and 3. The Mass Book, out 
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of which the consecration of the Lord’s supper, collects, 
epistles, and gospels are taken. 


The Rubric or Service Book of Henry VIII's time, was no | 
other than the Romish Liturgy, partly translated into Eng- ; 
lish. Im the reign of Kdward VI. the whole was rendered : 
into the vernacular tongue, bul otherwise was little altered. | 
This fact was distinctiy avowed by the proclamation of the i 
King and Council made at the rebellion of some enthusiasts ’ 


in the west of England, who had been excited thereto by the 
priests; it is thus: ‘As tor the service inthe English tongue, 
it perchance seems to you a mew service, and yet indeed, 
itis no other but the oid, the self same words in English, 
for nothing is altered but to speak with knowledge that 
which was spoken with ignorance: only a few things taken 
out so fond, that it had been a shame to have heard them in 
English.’ (Acts and Mon. vol. u. p. 1159; quoted by De 
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Laune.) Between that period and the reign ot James lL. it is 4 
true that some alterations were efiecied, but notwithstanding } 


we find that Monarch thus speaking of the same seryice.— ) 
“As for our neighbour Kark of Isngiand, their service Is an 
ecil said mass in English; trey want nothing ot the Mass 
but the diflings.” (Calderwood’s Hist. Ch. oi Scot. p. 256, 
quoied by De Laune.) It is allowed, that alter this period 
there were some other alterations made in the service, but 
we lind that Charles Il.in his preface to the Common Prayer, 
annexed to the Act of Unitormity, thus expresses his opin- 
ion: “the main body and essentials of it (as well in the chiet- 
est muterials as in the frame and order thereot) have still 
continued the same unto this day, notwithstanding all vain ; 
attempts and linpetuous assaults made against it.” Now the t 
obvious inference from these testimonies is, that the ser- 
vice of the Church of England, with little alteration is the 
same as that of the Church of Rome. But to show more satis- 
factoriiy the resemblance between the two churches, we shall 
insert the following comparison from an ingenious and elabo- 
rate publication, entitled “he Church Establishment founded 
in Keror.” 

The Breviary and Calendar of the Church of Rome di- 
vides the year into fasts, vigils, feasts, and workingdays. 
The same division is adopted by the Church of Kngland, 
with this exception, that there are less of the former; but of 
those that are observed they stand in the same order, and 
are evidently borrowed from the Caleadar of the Roman 
Church. Their feasts are divided into moveable and fixed, 
80 are ours; and of 36 of them the observance is the same in 
both Churches. -The fast days of both are alike. In the 
Church of Rome the service itself is divided into matins and 
even songs, so is ours; theirs is appropriated to the particu- 
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lar feasts, fasts, vigils, &c., so is ours; the substance of their 
service consists in collects, confessions, absolutions, psalms, 
epistles, gospels, prophets, apocrypha, litanies, anthems &e., 
so does ours. In the Church of Rome the people kneel at 
confession and absolution, repeat after the priest the pater 
noster, stand at gloria patri, stand up and repeat the Apostles’ 
creed, kneel and repeat after the minister, Lord haye 
mercy upon us, Christ have mercy upon us; make responses 
at the saying of the liturgy, kneel at the altar when they 
partake of the eucharist, or Lord’s Supper, kneel and ask mer- 
cy and grace after the rehearsal of the decalogue, read the 
psalms alternately with the priest, verse by verse; sit at read- 
ing the lessons, say the psalins to the accompaniment of the 
music, bow to the east and at the name of Jesus. All this 
is done in the Church of Rome, and so is it performed in the 
Church of England. The places of worship which the Chureh 
of England at present occupies, and the endowments it pos- 
sesses, were built, consecrated, and bestowed by the Papists, 
and as they were dedicated by them to various saints, so 
they continue dedicated by the Church of England. The 
Church of Rome has its Archbishops, Bishops, Deans, and 
Chapters, Prebends, Arch Deacons, and other graduated ¢) 
nities, so has the Chureh of England, which retains also dis 
tinguishing habits for each, as formerly practiced by the Ro- . 
man Chureh. And the ordination services so closely resem- 
ble each other, that with a few unimportant alterations, they 
are verbatim the same. A parallel so singular and striking 
cannot fail to convince every unprejudiced mind, that one sys- 
tem has given rise to the other.” —pp. 44—5. 

The following are the observations of one, brought up in 
the corrupt religion of the Church of England, and habitua- 
ted to its worship of impure and idolatrous origin. Unace- 
quainted with the Religion of Jesus as developed on the page 
of Sacred Writ, he manifests indifference to any ‘peculiar 
theology,” viewing, as he may well do, all equally right and 
therefore all equally wrong. We quote them as the senti- 
ments of thousands of Episcopalians who are straining every 
nerve to pull down their “pure faith and primitive order,” in 
the Old Country. Well may the scriptures say that Anti- 
christ has made the people drunk with the wine of his idola- 
try;—what Christian can read the following without perceiv- 
ing the intoxication of the writer produced by the “pec uliar 
theology” of the Harlot Church of England?! 

“A part from the temporalities of the Church,” says this 
writer, “‘we do not think there is much to give offence in the 
established worship, notwithstanding its (MPURE and IDOL‘ 
Trovs origin. Man is said naturally to be prone to religion. 
and were he deprived of his PRESENT IDOLS, itis not impro- 
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bable he might create others with more onerous pretensions. 
The church has partaken in some degree, of the improve- 
ments of the age. It has been argued out of intolerance to: 
wards every sect. Some doctrines still retained, as part of 
the Athanasian creed and Thirty-nine Articles, are viewed, 
we apprehend, in the same light as special pleading and 
other LEGAL FICTIONS, rather as curious relics of a past age 
than as dogmas of practical use and belief. In its rites and 
ceremonials, the services it exacts are of easy performance 
to every class. The enforcement of the “Sabbath” is an 
unmixed good to the industrious orders, while the hebdoma- 
dal inculeation of a future state of reward and punishment 
supports with hope or restrains with fear those who cannot 
appreciate the claims of a more enlightened morality. Philo- 
sophers can hardly begrudge the devotion of one morning 
out of seven to a parish Church: if their feelings are not in- 
terested by the iterations of the Liturgy, their souls may be 
soothed by music and psalmody, and thus be enabled to range 
with less disturbance through the regions of science. 

Mere politicians, who usually look on the sanctions of re- 
ligion as more useful than credible, are little under its influ- 
ence. The Tories were formerly a godly race of men; they had 
religion at the heart, but with the Whigs it never went be- 
yond the lips. Speaking of these once notable factions the 
late Mr. Fox observes, “‘while the Whigs considered all reli- 
gion with a view to politics, the Tories, on the other hand, 
referred all politics to religion. Thus the former in their ha- 
tred to Popery, did not so much regard the superstition or 
even idolatry of that unpopular sect, as its tendency to es- 
tablish po power in the State; while the latter revered ar- 
bitrary monarchy as a divine institution, and cherished passive 
obedience and non-resistance as articles of religious faith.” 
Hist. James Il. With few exceptions, both parties are now 
agreed in treating religion as an engine or ally of the State 
—a branch of the police, or civil power, very useful for re- 
pressing disorders or assisting that famous tax machine—a 
mock representation in extracting money out of the pockets of 
the people. 

HE CHURCH appears inclined to cultivate a spirit of indif- 
ference and quietism, the most favorable course 1t could take 
fora lengthened duration. It prosecutes no doctrine, con- 
trols with a gentle hand the passions of the multitude, gives 
full scope to the pleasures of the great, and is most prompt 
tothrow the weight of its influence into the scale of govern- 
ment. There are however, some parts of the Liturgy so 
staringly preposterous and so inconsistent with genuine Pro- 
testantism, that, we think, if they are not shortly got rid of, 
they must ere long attract a dangerous share of popular at- 
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teation. The Reformation of Henry VIII. from the fir. 
needed reforming, and after an elapse of more than two cep. 
turies, the task cannot surely be deemed premature.” 

The foregoing is an elegant satire on “the pure faith, prim. 
tive order and scriptural liturgy” of the Protestant Epis. 
copal Church. In America it is divorced from the State as 
an adulteress. Here she languishes as an outcast with fey 
to comfort her. Her principles however remain the saine. 
and though she dare not openly condemn less fashionabj, 
creeds, she insinuates their condemnation by pronouncing her 
own pure, primitive and scriptural. If this be the characte; 
of Church of Englandism in America then all the other seers 
must be impure, modern and unscriptural, which no doubt, 
herself being included, is perfectly true. With regard to the 
Southern Churchman, should he make his debut among us, 
we shall not fail, now and then, to hold a long talk with 
him concerning his “pure faith, primitive order, scriptural 
liturgy,” and “peculiar theology.” Till then we bid his 
embryoship adieu, wishing him all the success he may d- 
serve, E:piror. 


TO THE DISCIPLES IN EASTERN VIRGINIA. 


Dear Broruer Tuomas, 

Being released from my school engagement for 
the next year, I shall, if the Lord will, comply with the in- 
vitation of my brethren, to serve in the labours of an Evan- 
gelist. Please to communicate this information through your 
paper, and you will confer a favor on your brother. May the 
Lord abundantly bless you and all who love Him, is the prayer 
of yours in hope of the appearing of our Lord Jesus the 
Messiah. 

ALBERT ANDERSON. 

October 20th, 1834. 

At the annual meeting in Fredericksburg, it was determine: 
to employ brother A. Anderson as an Evangelist. Le has 
given up his school, for the purpose of meeting the reques! 
of the brethren. A man that devotes his time,and enerzgi> 
to proclaiming the good news, has an apostolical and senp 
tural right to be supported. Common reason testifies the same 
thing. To preach to live is one thing—to live lo preachs 
another; and this constitutes all the diflerence between pa): 
ing a clergyman and a preacher of the Gospel. It is as mucs 
the duty of every christian man to preach the Gospel as br 
A., or any other proclaimer. But all have not the ability 
then those who feel so little interest in, and know so litt 
about, the cause they profess to love and serve, that they cat 
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not open their mouths to plead for, or recommend it; and who, 
from natural ern are incapable of doing as they 
would,—are bound by all the principles of honor, justice and 
-hristian Virtue, to minister of their substance to those who 
can. The congregation of the Lord is the “pillar and the 
support of the truth.” The weekly fellowship was instituted 
ty supply this body with funds. The poor saints, the aged 
widows, the Apostles, Evangelists, &c., depended upon these 
funds for their relief, sustentation, and travelling expenses. 
Ifthe Gospel, therefore, remains unknown to the regions 
round about us in Eastern Virginia, it is to be attributed to 
apathy—nay, rather to the criminal delinquency of the con- 
gregations of disciples of this section of country relative to 
tuese matters. We do not say that this is their character; 
but if they do not do their duty in sounding out the Gospel, 
the least that can be said is, they will deserve it. Bro. A., 
we believe, has a wife and three or four children; they must 
be sustained. He cannot travel without a horse; that must 
be provided: and himself and family must be clothed. By 
giving up his school, he has deprived himself of 400 dollars 
ayear. Brothers Du-Val, Henly and Taliaferro have en- 
gazed to raise $300 among the brethren in their neighborhood, 
' who no doubt will be liberal, for there are some fine spirits 
and wealthy too, in King & Queen, Essex, and King William. 
We hope they will be independent enough not to ask the un- 
_ believers or sectaries for a single cent. Two hundred dol- 
lars more must be forthcoming. Bro. A. considers 500 dollars 
enough for himself, family and horse for a year. We think 
so too, but not a cent too much. He will labor chiefly where 
the Ancient Gospel has never been preached before. Chris- 
tans in word, name, deed and truth! let a holy emulation 
' arise among you; and vie ye among yourselves who shall be 
_tuost liberal in such labors of love. Contributions for the 
' purpose specified will be received by our worthy, excellent 
_ and devoted Bro. Ferneyhough of Fredericksburg; who will 
_ see them duly appropriated. Epiror. 





Mr. Apvocarr, 

I send you the following substance of a 
conversation held in ——— county, Va., for your examina- 
tion; and if you deem it of sufficient worth, you may give it 
a place in your monthly pleadings for primitive and, A posto- 
lie christianity. S  PHRON. 

Mr. N. It is thought that our preacher, who is now quite 
popular, is afraid his popularity will be impaired if he should 
come out boldly, and preach in the public congregation, what 
he says he believes when in the social circle. It is said, he 
looks one way and rows another. j 
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Visitor. That is much to be deplored; as, in this eas, 
there is no neutrality; we must be on one side or the oth, 
One teaches that “faith comes by hearing,” the other, t),; 
it is produced by the special, personal influence of the Hoi 
Spirit. One teaches that the “ Word of God is the sword 
the Spirit” which the christian is taught to use, and wit) , 
he pierces the heart of the King’s enemies as with a dagey, 
The other that the spirit enters personally into the heart an¢ 
produces the desired change; one teaches that we are so oy. 
ganized that Truth can reach the mind, the understanding 
&c. and produce a change of views, feelings and condye: 
The other, the strange and monstrous idea that the Holy 
Spirit enters into the heart of an unrenewed man, compared 
to a cage of unclean birds, to a sepulchre full of rottenness ap) 
all uncleanness, a thing which without testimony I canno 
believe. Besides it is contrary to any thing we see in nature 
for a thing clean, pure, envalited, to enter a place of all up. 


cleanness and then and there proceed to cleanse that place 
Without itself being polluted. And if the Holy Spirit du 
thus, what sort of a Holy Spirit should we then have? 4 
polluted Holy Spirit!! 

Mrs. S. But you dont believe that what we are all brought 
up to say and believe, or to say that we believe, is sufficient 
without any thing else? 


Visitor. No. I would have them understand the meaning 
of what they say, the import of the terms used, for then they 
who believe would not rest without obeying. As it is im- 
possible for a person to believe with the heart the all in- 
portant truths of the gospel without being influenced by them 
to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the master, the Lord, the 
Sovereign who has all authority in heaven and on earth, and 
then not to obey him, seeing that ail our best interests are 
involved in that all important fact. 

Miss S. 1 think that something more is wanting, some 
greater change than simply believing and repenting. 

Visitor. A greater change than one which influences the 
whole person, spirit, soul and body? Tohave new views, fee: 
ings, purposes and pursuits, seems to me to be as great 2 
change as can be effected so far as character is concerned, ! 
order to a change of state. When the truth enters the min¢, 
is believed with the heart, it necessarily produces a corres 
ponding state of feeling and conduct. With this matter fair 
before us we are prepared to account for the feeling which Wé 
sometimes see manifested in religion, both of yee! 
joy, and supposed by many to be the special work of the ! oly 
Spirit, when in fact it is produced by the Truth. If a swor 

ierce my heart I must in the nature of things feel; whoo 
have his heart pierced as with a sword and not feel? Wie 
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can receive into his mind the truth that he is utterly undone, 
ruined forever, and not feel sorry? Who can receive the truth 
into his heart that salvation is procured for him, which he may 
enjoy now and forever, and not be glad and rejoice in it? 

Mrs. S. But how does it happen that so many persons un- 
derstand the Gospel so differently? 

Visitor. By being taught differently; and having confi- 
dence in their teachers, they do not search for themselves to 
ascertain whether what they hear is true or not. A tells B 
and B tells C, &c. from generation to generation, and hence 
there is so little improvement in religion: as we have now 
what was introduced in the dark ages, or, in the first cor- 
ruptions of Christianity, such as infant sprinkling, &e. For 
about 200 years infant baptism was unknown, and for about 
\300 years immersion was the only baptism; the general, if 
not the universal custom. 

Mrs. S. I believe in baptism, but there are some good 
things among all denominations. 

Mr. N. It would bea pity if there was not something good 
among them. 

Visitor. Agreed. The good among all we love and approve; 
itis the evil of which we complain,—the things taught and 
practised among them not found in the book, but introduced 
as expedient, and maintained by the force of custom. Such 

as monthly church meetings for business; quarterly or annual 
- communions, annual associations, &c. among the Baptists. In- 
fant sprinkling, class meetings, circuit preachers, &c. among 
the Methodists. Unscriptural terms, and must convey un- 
scriptural ideas. A class among christians! what an idea! 

Miss S. Why, don’t you like circuit preaching? 

Visitor. The idea of a circuit is so much like the track 
of a blind horse which has to work a certain machinery, that 
_lcan searcely separate them. 

_ Miss S. But is not that the best plan to supply destitute 
churches and neighborhoods, how else would you do it? 
Visitor. 1 find in the book something said casa Evangel- 
ists, Messengers of the churches, and the like. And if now 
-achurch has more teachers than it needs, I would have that 
church to send all the talents for teaching which it can spare, 
to some neighborhood where they are wanting; but, if the 
church is not able of itself, 1 would have others join, so that 
‘the person or persons sent would be the Messenger of the 
churches, and “a glory of Christ,” as the book calls them. 
Thus you see I would have all the talents of christians em- 
ployed; and if this were the case, we should soon see an in- 
leresting state of things, and many would rejoice in the pros- 
perity of the cause of truth and righteousness; then should 
we see the primitive Gospel restored—and ‘preached for the 
obedience of faith,’ and many ‘purify their souls in obeying 
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the truth through the Spirit.’ This is the Gospel for which 
I plead—a Gospel that contemplates us as impure, uncleay 
detiled—and brings with it purification, washing, cleansing 
Hence we read of ‘the ‘‘washing of regeneration;? 3 ‘the was ; 
ing of water by the word;” “having our hearts sprinkled fr 
an evil conscience and our bodies washed in pure wate 
“and such were some of you, but you are washed, but you ; 
sanctified, but you sre justified in the name of the Lord Jesys 
und by the Spirit of our God;” “purified your souls in obeyin, 
the ‘Truth;” “be baptized and wash away thy sins.” Now yyw 
observe that remarkable passage in the Ist Letter to the Co, | 
thians: after naming certain traits of their former character, | 
says, “such were some of you, but you are washed, but you 
sanctified, but you are justifie “din the name of the Lord Sul " 
and by the Spirit of our God.” That is, they were just: 
when they were washed in baptism in the name of the | 
Jesus—and then set apart—sanctified by the Spirit which 
received after their bodies were made fit temples for the Ho 
Spirit. Are not these things so, Mrs. EK? 

<a E. You seem to make them sv, very clearly. 

Mrs. S. Do you think this washing is in baptism? 

Visitor. Most unquestionably. Nothing can be more clay 
hence we read of the washing of water by the word, the 
persons are influenced by the werd unto baptism—for wit), : 
heart man believes unto righteousness,—not half way then 
but quite “unto righteousness.” 

Miss S. Why you appear to speak with a good deal of « 
fidence. . 

Visitor. So I may, but not more than the truth justifies. 

Miss S. I knew a man who said that there were two clas 
of persons whose religion he had no confidence in: such as * 
they have no doubts, and such as are always doubting. |! 
several times heard even Mr. C. (A. W. C.) say, that he ott 
had his doubts. 

Visitor. His religion would not suitme. What can I dow 
Any thing the Lord says in his book? ‘That I have a coa! 
my back, or shoes on my feet? What, I ask again, can] doub 
The truth of christianity [ cannot; nor can [ doubt my intere* 
in it as long as I look to Jesus and see the sufficiency there is! 
him, and walk as become the Gospel of Christ. If I pull off m 
coat or make shipwreck of my faith, there is still no reason fi 
doubt—the matter is settled the other wav. Nay, if I haves 
dollar in my hand, f cannot doubt it as long as I possess a si 
mind, 

Miss S. Mr. C. would s say, and I haveHeard others say, th 
they hoped they were christans;*they ‘heped they were pa 
doned, &e. . 

Visitor. I cannot hope that I am sitting hete; that 1 see yo 
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that Iam talking with you; that I came here on such a day, &c. 
I cannot hope for any thing past or present. Hope is made up of 
expectation and desire: expect means to look out—so that we 
hope only for that which is future. Then to say, that I hope I 
am born again, &c., indicates that the speaker is in Babylon, 
and does not speak the words of truth and soberness. Besides, 
it seems that the thing possessed is so insignificant, that the pos- 
sessor does not know whether he has it or not. Such religion 
js indeed not worth having, and [ would fondly recommend one 
which is not so easily mistaken, but enables its possessor to re- 
joice in hope of the glory of God. While on this point, the 
improper use of terms, lam reminded of what I heard a Me- 
thodist minister once say: “seeing is believing, and feeling is 
the truth.” When, to my mind, nothing can be more absurd. 
This confounding of terms begets and continues a state of things 
totally different from the simplicity of the Gospel, and its purity 
of speech. If we would understand and “know the truth,” we 
must observe the distinction between believing and knowing; we 
cannot believe what we see, but we may believe a thing and 
afterwards know it: we believe when it is told us; we know 
when we see if. 

Miss S. I propose that we postpone the subject until to-mor- 
row morning. 





ANECDOTE. 

A “Rev.” Mr. C-— l, of the Presbyterian church, in the 
month of August 1834, was preaching, we will not say wha 
but certainly not TrHe GospeL,—at Mount Zion meeting house 
or “church” in Amelia, Va.: a friend was there, who informs us 
that he said he had recently returned from Long Island, N. Y., 
where he had been ministering. He observed, that, before 
he went, “the church” was in a cold, dead state, and that the 
members, and even the Elders and Deacons, were greatly at 
variance with one another. He upbraided them, as well he might, 
for this state of things, and prescribed prayer for the descent of 
the Holy Ghost upon them, as a remedy for the grievance. They 
assembled together for the purpose of a “revival.” “Lord wilt 
thou not revive us again’? Had the Lord answered, he would 
have said, yes, when the period of the second resurrection shall 
arrive, | will revive you then, and reward you according to your 
apostacy from my holy religion. This, however, by the way. 
They “prayed” mach, long and often; and, as it would seem, 
not without effect of some kind. Some besought the Elders and 

Deacons to be fécongiled,ebut as yet to no purpose. They 
“Sprayed” again; and the “Rev.” Mr. C gravely told his 
heaters that “the Holy Ghost came down upon them as on the 
day of Pentecost; as a proof of which; he declared “He saw 








- 


4, 






































192 

it!!” Those upon whom it descended again besought the op. 
position to come in and be reconciled. ‘They succeeded; ay, 
the consequence was, that the Holy Ghost came down aby. 
dantly and they had a great revival!! He told his audience 

~ Mount Zion, that he intended to preach on the morrow, and 
that if they did not come and hear him, they would have to ap. 
swer for it on the judgment day!! 

We offer no comment. Let Isaiah characterize the watch. 
men of such a Muunt Zion as the above. He surely will no; 
be deemed “‘harsh, censorious or uncharitable;”—“His watchmey 
are blind; they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they 
cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea 
they are greedy aogs which can never have enough, and they 
are shepherds that cannot understand; they all look to their own 
way, every one for his gain, from his quarter” or sect. Isa. 56, 
v. 10. 11. Epiror. 


RECEIPTS FOUR THE ADVOCATE 
(to November 1st.) 

Burnt Ordinary. T. H. Fowlkes. Brydie’s Store, J. Scofield. N, 
Fowlkes, Sublelt’s Tavern. P. D. Porter. !4 atkinsville, J.T. Bowles, . 
Edensburg, Pa E. Davis, 500. Erwington. S. C., J. D. Erwing. Dr, 
W. K. Erwni, N. Rhodes, J. B. Powell, U. M. Roberts, 2 cos. Ville. 
boro, Car, B. Anderson. Bowling Green. Cur. J. Woolfolk, E. P, 
Woolfolk, C. Coleman, D. Dejarnette, J. Chandler, J. Wright, § 8. 
Strebeck, W.G. Maury. Turner’s Store, Car. W. Curtis. Sparta, 
Car. R- C, Sutton. Fredericksburg, W. Robinson, J. Leitch, W J 
Dickenson, F. Sheffield, C, VicCaulley, J. Fitchett, J. Pritchard. J. 8, 
Colvin, W. White, B. Cole. J Hathaway, J- Shepherd, W. Cason, J, 
De Baptist, H. Ramsey. Spotisylvania C. House, W. Wigglesworth, 
L. Pegg, S. A. French. M. Downer. G. Turner. James Town, Ohw, 
M. Winans. Painesville, Amela, Bro. Walthal, $10 00; and Dr De- 
jarnette by him,5 00. King WilkamC.H 4J. H. King, J. Hooper. 
Rumford Academy, FE. King. Nashville, Ten., A. Adams, $5 ‘il. 
Wattsborough, Lunenburg, F, Lester, 10 00. Orange Springs, A. An- 
dersor. Chilesburg, Mrs. M. Anderson Mechanicksville, Louisa, J. 
Quarles, Newlown, W.H. Lyne, Jno. Lumkin. Caswel/, NV C. A. 
Congleton. Hookerton. N.C. J. P Dunn. Lebanon, Tenn. J.G. 
Green, H R Cox. J. 1. Powell. Rome. Tenn A. Green, A.B. White, 
Sandy River Church, 8. H. Wootton, A. C. Powell. Richmond. E. A. 
Mattox, R. Sanders. Versailles, Ky A. Redd, J. L. Jenkins, W. D. 
Dale, T. A. Clark, M. Hill. Dover Mills, W.M. Webber. Relreal, 
Franklin, Va. W. W. Turner. 


NEW AGENTS. 

C.M Day, Hallsboro, Chesterfield, Va. Tristraro 8. Thomas, Plem 
sant Ridge, Green. Ala. J.P. Dunn. Hookerton.Greenco.N.C ¢. 
Lester, Wattsborough,. Lunenburg, Va. J Letellier. Charlottesville, 
Albemarle, Va. MW. M. Webber, Dover Mills, Goochland, Va. The 
mas Emory, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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James C. Walker, Printer, near the Museum. 


